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HOWARD LIPIN U-T PHOTOS
Assisting Rev. Matthew Spahr (left) at a May 24 Mass in the church of The Immaculata on the University of San Di-
ego campus, Marc Gandolfo, a student in the Program of Priestly Formation, performs the duties of altar server.

INDEPTH

A Catholic church in crisis
looks to incoming priests

ing me to be a priest.”

“Well,” she replied, “just let
me know.”

They broke up a year later.
Still, Bongato wasn’t sure. He
spent anotherfouryears, earn-
ing an MBA and interning for
an independent film studio,
before arriving at a decision.

“All these years I was doing
it on my time,” said Bongato,
26, who is on track to be or-
dained in 2023. “I think I need
to do this on God’s time.”

At the St. Francis Center
for Priestly Formation, a com-
pound adjacent to the Uni-
versity of San Diego campus,
Bongato has begun a lengthy,
arduous journey, eager to
serve a church under siege.
From the clerical sexual abuse
scandal to the controversial
reforms of Pope Francis, thisis
an institution in turmoil.

By some measures, though,
the Roman Catholic Church
has never been healthier. One

SEE PRIESTS ¢ A7

Despite sexual abuse
scandal, men still feel
‘God is calling me’

BY PETER ROWE

ou did not choose me,
no, I chose you: and I
commissioned you to
go out and to bear
Sfruit, fruit that will last ... —
John 15:16
As UC Irvine undergradu-
ates, Chris Bongato and his
girlfriend seemed an ideal
match. Both were products of
Filipino  families, public
schools and the Catholic
church. He serenaded her with
love songs of his own composi-
tion — “super cheesy,” he’s
since decided — and spent ev-
ery available moment in her
company.
Intheirjunioryear,though, Chris Bongato, a student in the Program of Priestly
he confessed a deeper desire. Formation at the University of San Diego, prays during
“I think,” he said, “God is call- Mass in the church of The Immaculata on May 24.

SHAKEN VA.
CITY PUTS
FOCUS ON
12 LOST IN
RAMPAGE

Officials ID suspect, say
name won't be said again

BY ALAN BLINDER, GLENN THRUSH
& SANDRA E. GARCIA

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va.

Eleven of them were civil servants,
the kind of people who worked on con-
struction projects and water quality
and right-of-way issues. Another was a
local contractor who had come by for a
permit.

Among them, they had more than
150 years of experience helping to make
Virginia’s largest city work — the un-
elected, behind-the-scenes figures who
drew up plans, issued permits and per-
formed the vital jobs that help keep a
community intact. And on Friday, their
lives ended with a man’s barrage of bul-
lets in a three-floor rampage that once
again pushed the nation’s death toll
from mass shootings higher.

“Today, we all grieve,” David L.
Hansen, the Virginia Beach city man-
ager, said Saturday. “I have worked with
most of them for many years. We

SEE RAMPAGE « A10

PROSECUTORS
DETAIL METHODS
IN ALLEGED
CHARTER FRAUD

BY MORGAN COOK
& KRISTEN TAKETA

Using in-depth knowledge of Cali-
fornia education funding, charter
school regulations and deceptive
business disclosures, an Australian
citizen and his partner in Long Beach
orchestrated a multi-year conspiracy
to fleece taxpayers out of more than
$50 million, prosecutors say.

Sean McManus, 46, an Australian
who operated charter schools in Cali-
fornia, and another charter school op-
erator, Jason Schrock, 44, and nine
others were named as defendantsina
67-count indictment announced last
week by the San Diego County Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office.

Prosecutors say McManus,
Schrock and others enrolled thou-
sands of students into online charter

SEE WATCHDOG » A17

TARIFFS’ JOLT TO TIJUANA'S
ECONOMY HARD TO PREDICT

BY PHILLIP MOLNAR cent since 2005. The jobless rate

& GUSTAVO SOLIS

There’s a saying south of the
border: “When San Diego gets a
cough, Tijuana gets the flu.”

The connection between the
two cities has caused fortunes to
rise and fall since the Mexican
city’s establishment around the
start of the 20th century. After a
devastating economic collapse
during the Great Recession —
which was arguably worse in Baja
California than San Diego County
— the city has seemingly bounced
backinrecent years.

Residential real estate con-
struction has led to a vertical
condo boom, with 17 of the city’s
20 tallest buildings constructed in
the last decade. Growth in manu-
facturing and medical tourism
has helped swell the city’s labor
force to a historic peak, up 44 per-

for Baja California was 2.8 per-
cent in the first quarter of 2019,
said Mexico’s national statistics
institute. Despite record violence,
there are still tourism bright
spots, with national coverage of
the city’s growing food scene.
Now in a likely devastating de-
velopment, President Donald
Trump is threatening to impose a
5 percent tariff on all imported
goods from Mexico beginning
June 10. Trump said the move is
intended to stop undocumented
immigrants from coming across
the United States-Mexico border.
The president said he will in-
crease the tariffs up to 25 percent
ifhe feels progressis not made.
Unlike past troubles in Ti-
juana, a city of more than 1.6 mil-
lion, the tariff threat comes at a
time when the economy is doing
SEE TARIFFS « A4

Temple in Tucson in March 2011.

U-T FILE
SDSU’s Kawhi Leonard dunks in the first half of a game against

HOW DID SDSU GET KAWHI LEONARD?

Coaching staff stayed patient as big-time programs passed on future NBA star

BY MARK ZEIGLER

Dave Velasquez was a year out
of college, new on the San Diego
State men’s basketball staff, when
he noticed a fresh name on the list
of recruiting targets scribbled on
the white board in assistant coach
Justin Hutson’s office.

“I just remember seeing this
weird name,” Velasquez says. “The
first time you see it, you have to
think to yourself, ‘How do you pro-
nounce that?’”

Kawhi Leonard.

It was early in the 2007-08 sea-
son, and Hutson had spotted
Leonard at Riverside’s Martin Lu-
ther King High during a holiday
tournament. He had gone to see no
one in particular, just knowing sev-
eral of Southern California’s top
players and teams were entered.
He left transfixed with a 6-foot-6

SEE LEONARD » A21
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TO YOU, IT’S A SOFA.TO US, IT°S A NEW BEGINNING.

What you see as clutter, we see as an opportunity to change a life. When you donate
your new and gently used household items to Father Joe’s Villages, you're helping
fund housing, meals, and programs that transform the lives of individuals and families

experiencing homelessness in San Diego. N
AT K

Father
Drop off or call 1-619-HOMELESS or visit NEIGHBOR.ORG to schedule qu’s
Villages

your free donation pick-up.




