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MAKING ONE'S CASE WITH A CLIMATE-CHANGE SKEPTIC

BY STEVEN P.DINKIN

Australialzburning: Sinee
November 20189, bushfires have
clalmed the llves of 27 people and
anestimated 1billonanimals.
Theflre covers I milllonacres an
area that would span from T ljuana
toBakersfieldand Santa Barbara
toJoshua Tree In our reglon. It's
emitting vast and d ange rous
amountsofearbon: about 400
milllon tonsso far, according to
NPR. Australla‘stotal emissions
last year (from man-made
sources) wereroughly 540 milllon
tons.

Themaincause of the firesis
drylightning from thunderstorms
that don't producerain. The coun-
try s coming out of its hottest and
driestyear on record. Itlsone of
many horrifle examples of the
devastating impacts of global
climate change.

Wrting in The New York
Tlmes'Climate Fwd:"newsletter,
Christopher Flavelle says 2019 was
ab ig yearfor climate reporting,
and the news wasn't good. He lists
afew ofthe lead storles: wildfires
consumingvast parts of the Ama-
zon and Arctle {and now Austral-
la); adeeclslonbythe U.S. topull
outofthe Paris elimate agree-
ment, even as greenhouse gas
emisslons continue to rise; and
United Natlons climate talks that
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Jill Rose cools off her alpacas as a wildfire burns nearby in
Tomerong, New South Wales, Australia, on Jan. 4.

produced “one of the worstout-
comesin 25 years, with the blggest
poluters blockingeven the sug-
gestlon of more ambitlous tar-
gets.” Looking tothe decade
ahead, Spencer Bokat-Lindellof
the Timessaysthe forecast ls
“cloudy withan apprehension of
doom.™

Yet, he continees, milllons of

people still don't aceept the prem-
ise that the climate change prob-
lerm even exlsts; halfto two-thirds
don't see humansasthe cause,
according tothe University of
Pennsylvania's Annenberg Publle
Policy Center. Otherswhoae-
knowledge the problem don't
believe it will affect them person-
ally. Someolthese nonbellevers

may be relatives or frends of
FOULS,

S0 how do you convinea some-
one that cllmate change 1s real ?
Bokat-Lin dell suggests several
sensibleapproaches:

1. Lead with values, not facts: I
you want to convince someone
aboutcllmate change don'tlead
with data. Dr. Katharine Hayhoe,
aclimate selentlst at Texas Tech
University and anevangelleal
Christlan, says that the best way
toneutrallze climate change con-
versations by emphaszing
shared valueslike tamily, commu-
nityorreliglon Connect the dots
on a personallevel: Say, “I'm a
mother (or father), too, and here's
whyl careaboutthe climate”

2, Emphasizethe potential
beneflts: Even climate change
denlers expressawllingnessto
take actlion if they bell Lhat
mitigation will produce economic
and sclentific gains regardless of
thelrpolitical ldeology, age or
gender.

3. The messengermatters:
People are more Hkelytollsten to a
message whenlt comes from
someons they trust, whichvaries,
of course, from person to person. A
study published inNafure In May
found that when 1t comes to par-
ents, children may be especlally
effective persuaders Bwedlsh teen
Greta Thunberg, Time magazine's

PersonoftheYear2018 has found
aninternationalaudienceforher
messape about the urgency of
climate change.

Ofequal importance tothe
content 1s the tenor of yourconver-
sation. Thinkingthat you'reright
andthe other personiswrongisa
recpefor an unproductlve and
frustrating exchange. Probe butin
ap oeltive way Ask azimple ques-
tion ke, “What leads you tobe-
leve the way you do?” Ifyou're not
guite sure that cllmate change 1=
human caused, these same prinel-
ples ofeivlldiscourse apply when
talking to your activist cousin,

Allof this maycause you to
wonder: Izt evenworthwhlleto
make theeffort todlscuss climate
change? Hayhoe putsltthisway:
Theclimate has been studled for
150 years and the sclencels Known,
Themost important thing wecan
do nowlstalk aboutit. “Hope
begineg with a conversation today,”
shesays Letthe cony
begin.
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Residents press for road completion

CARMEL VALLEY

While sitting in traffle in Pacille High-
lands Ranch, a driver might have seen the
signs. Along Carmel Valley Road and
throughout nelghborhood streets, the slgns
urge people to visit PHRT raffleNight mame-
.com, a new website started by neighbors
whoare pushing the ety tocomplete Village
CenterLoop Road.

“Thiz dead-end, 700 feet before the loop
completion, lsolates thousands of students
trying to get to and from Canyon Crest
Academy and Pacifle Trals Middle schools,
agwell aga comparable numberofd ally visi-
tors to our shopping and recreation cen-
" the webslte states. *It also robs com-
muters; travellng toand from SR-56, Cathe-
dral Catholle High S chool, and points west,
of four critical travel lanes —resulting ina
trafficand pedestriannightmarne.™

The webslte encourages people toemaltl
oreall Mayor KevinFaulconerand tospread
the word on soclal medla: “It's time for the
city to step up, finish Village Center Loop
Road and just*Get It Done.’™

Thelr meszage 18 a play on the mayor's
“Get It Done” app where people canrequest
street rep alrs and nelghborhood serviees .

Village Center Loop Road has long been
consldered a “eritical” elreulation element
—w hen connected, 1t would link back to
Carmel Valley Road.

The remalning T00-foot segment of road
falls within the 21 acres of private property
owned by the Lin family andthe owners cur-
rently have no planstodevelop the propery.

The money to bulld the road is and has
been available in community funds, Pardes
Homes has agreed to bulld the road withfa-
cllitles benefit assessment money [F an
agreement canbereached with the Lin fam-
lly. The eity would need to acquire the right
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ofway tobulld the road aheadof the fam lly's
development of the property, however, ne-
gotlations havereachedanimpasse.

Sinee she took offlce in 2016, Council-
womanBarbaraBryhas been working to re-
solve the lssue, meeting with representa-
tives from the Lin Family Trust until she
was Informed that only the mayor has the
authority to negotiate contracts on behall
of the eity.

Lastyear, the Carmel Valley Communlty
Planning Board wrote anopen letter to the
mayor asking for help.

“0ur community hagrallled around this
project. The im pact of the currentd ead-end
at Village Center Loop Road 1= felt by our
resldentsevery day. Theensuingtrafficere-
ates dangerous ltuations for the students
of the surrounding schools and Impacts
traffie flow In the surrounding nelghbor-
hoods,"saldDanlelle MeCallion, the Paclfle
Highlands Hanch mepresentative on the
planning board. “The Carmel Valley Plan-
ning Boand 12 in full support ofthe com plet-
Ing theloop, as are ourresldents. I sincerely
hopethe ety hears our gross rmoobs messo ge
togettheloop completed ™

The PHR Traffle Nightmare site 18 en-
tirely resldent-funded. Understand ing that
developers am trylng to sell homes In the
area, resldent Bruce Cameron sald the
glgns willonly beupfor weekday rush hours,

“This Is meant to be a quick-moving
storm,” Cameron sald, hopeful that the
slgns will result in a flury of emalls to the
elty before he removes the signs for good,
not wanting to overstay his welcome in the
community.

The Mayor's Office did not respond toa
request forcomment,
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THE READERS' REP RES ENTATIVE:

ADRIAN VORE

U-T meeting for readers is next week

Readers will have a chance to talk to
Union-Tribune editors and reporters next
week and glve them thelr thoughts on cov-
ering thelreommunity.

The event Isthe second In a seres of U-T
Nelghborhood Town Hall meetings, The
first was held In September at the Jackie
Robingzon Family YMCA In southeastern
SanD lege.

The next one will be Jan. 28 at the Border
View Family YMCA in Otay Mesa West. The
Yigat 3601 Arey Drive Check-inisat 6 p.m.,
withthemeeting starting at & 30,

Screening of U-T series on Hunter
Asereeningofthe U-T"sdocumentary se-
rieschroniclingthe scandalthat foreed Rep.
Duncan Hunter to resign will be shown
Woednesday at the Callfornia Center for the
Arte Escondido, 340N, EscondidoBlvd. The
serles |s titled “The 50th: A scandal A dy-
nasty Anelectlon.”Costls$6 Doorsopen at
1., with the showing and Q& A from 6:30
0 p.m. For tlekets, go to hitp:iarteen-
terorgeventss

It wasn't ‘appropriate’

Afewreadersemalledabouta sentencein
ashorterime item published inprint Jan. 8.

Thestory reported on anarmed robbery
ata TacoBell In Linda Vista. The Informa-
tlone + from a Ban Diego Police Depart-
ment newsrelease.

The sentence that puzzled readers was:
“Tace Bel employees called police ater an
‘appropriate thity minute delay.™ It wasat-
tdbuted toa police sergeant who lssuedthe
newsrelease Readerstrippedover appropri-
ate”

It o0 was perplexed. 50 I asked veteran
public safrty reporter Pauline Repard if she
had ever heard anything lke that. Repard
hadrt and wondemwd ifa mista e mighthave
been made She lookedat the Pollee Depart-
mentarchives of news releases and found the
oneabout the Taco Bell robbery.

Itwasamlstakeindeed Thenewsrelease
read “approximate” not “appropriate.”

Thereporter misread the word.
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Tire store to be razed for a bigger one

ESCONDIDO

Ap opular and highly visible Digeount
Tlre store in downtown Escond ldo will be
torn down and replaced with a larger tire
store and more parking.

The project, at Bouth Escondido Boule-
vard and Second Avenue, Includes thedem-
olition of a nearby former bridal business,
rvacant. T he plansinvolve four separate
stotaling justunderanacre,

Because the store ls currently a non-con-
forming use in the elty’s historie downtown

hearingonthe project. “What I've notleed is
that people willtake thelrcarsinand then
walk to Grand Avenue to goeatordo some-
thing while they walt for theirvehlele to be
ready. That'swhat Ido, too.”

She said while the business does not
conform tocurrent zoning, It Isnevertheless
av ery popular store that generates anell-
lary business for lts nelghbors,

“I really like that they are going tobuild
something new that will change the way
that particularcorner works,"shesald.



